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In the elevator with Dirk De Moor, the new Secretary-General of the 

BEC... 
  

Dirk's vision for the BEC as new Secretary-General 

Working for more than a decade in standardisation, I discovered the electrotechnical world as a 

particular community that strictly guard their uniqueness. As the world is electrifying more and more 

and equipment and installations become smarter and smarter, the traditional distinction between 

mechanical and electrical equipment is blurring. Both worlds merge and get interconnected. Hence, 

the electrotechnical committee should become more connected and take advantage of existing 

expertise. The added value of committee meetings can be improved to add other elements like 

legislative evolutions. Besides the strong focus on standards development, there is also a potential in 

explaining standards. Exploiting the knowledge hidden in technical committees, those standards 

should be explained to the broader world of standard users. There are opportunities to cooperate with 

stronger communication partners to let the electrotechnical standardisation know outside the 

electrotechnical community. Unlike other countries such as Germany, the United Kingdom, France, 

the Netherlands, … standard users get confused in Belgium. They don’t know where to buy their 

standards. They would like to have a single point of contact. It’s a challenge for BEC to cooperate with 

strong partners for the sales of electrotechnical standards without compromising the BEC sales 

revenue or even trying to improve this revenue. So, there are challenges ahead to extend the BEC 

network for the expansion of the electrotechnical community. 

 

Dirk's professional side… 

Dirk received his master’s degree in mechanical engineering at the 

KULeuven in 1986. He started at Sirris with the development and 

implementation of postprocessors, the link between the numerical control 

programming and the numerical control at the machine tool. Next, he 

participated in several European projects on Group Technology and cost 

estimation. Then he visited companies to promote innovation projects 

supported by Vlaio. In 1999 he made the transition to Agoria where he 

was responsible for the business group «gears». He started a Belgian 

http://www.ceb-bec.be/


training on gear technology. Although inscriptions were very late, each session was repeated at least 

2 times. Based on this need, a European gear training comprising 3 full weeks was started in 

cooperation with Eurotrans, the European Association of mechanical power transmission. This 

training is still organised. He participated in European projects on air hardened gear, conformal 

cooling, and networking. He assisted at the start-up of Flanders Mechatronics and Flanders 

Mechatronics Technology Centre now integrated in Flanders Make. 

In 2008, according to the new law on standardisation, he started the sector operator Sirris-Agoria 

working for NBN. Sirris-Agoria soon became the leading sector operator. Motivated to do his job 

correctly, he convinced the NBN to start a training for experts. Sirris-Agoria was leading in the usage 

of new tools to automate the standardisation tasks. As secretary of CEN/TC 133/WG 8 he learned 

about copper fittings and harmonised standards under the CPR. Within the WG he developed 

simultaneously 9 standards which were voted 100% positive. He followed the ISO secretariats training 

and became committee manager of ISO/TC 18 zinc. 

Simultaneously he managed the business group lifts and was key in the recast of the RD on the 

safety of lifts. He made a feasibility study on a digital lift book (CE conformity, registration of inspection 

and maintenance, …) and convinced the FPS Economy to develop this application. For the European 

Lift Association (ELA) he organised several successful conferences as chair of the communication 

committee. He received twice the ELA award for best performing national association. 

Dirk is NBN board member and was a BEC board member. 

 

Dirk through a few questions… 

1. Do you have any hidden talents or hobbies? 

I love wind and water sports. It started with windsurfing over sailing to land yachting. Searching for a 

training on land yachting, the only training available was to become instructor. So, I decided to go for 

that. I needed to have the pilot licence to be able to start the course. I arrived in the morning at 9, 

study the theory and passed the exam just before closing time at 12. 

Some people blame me to have the fastest boat. But changing boats, I 

turns out I still have the fastest. 

2. What makes you get up in the morning? 

In evening I make a task list. It motivates me to get up to complete the 

list. 

3. What is your greatest personal and professional achievement? 

Well, there are plenty. Successfully introducing EuCia (European 

Composite Industry Association) to several European funded research 

projects about eco-friendly composites that helped EuCia to position 

itself in the sector and improve their relationship with their 

members. Convincing NBN to take up a training for standardisation experts to allow then to better do 

their jobs. 

4. What is the best book you have read recently? 

Unfortunately, I don’t have much time to read books. As a child, I did read a lot of books. The only one 



 

I was not able to finish was Anna Karenina form Tolstoy. 

5. What animal would you consider your spirit animal? 

I adore elephants. They are friendly but powerful. They remember and learn from history and above 

all they figure on Côte d´Or. 

6. What is your favourite food? 

I love salads. They fill the stomach with little calories helping me to control weight. 

7. What’s your biggest frustration? 

An intelligence mismatch between software and myself. Button’s and functions whose meaning are 

not clear or don’t work. Software that isn’t intuitive or user-friendly. I have a negative influence on 

software. Programs that normally function well stop performing when I’m around. 

8. What do you do in your free time? 

I’m a do-it-yourself hobbyist. I installed the electricity in my home, repair domestic equipment, 

painting, I tiled my terrace floor, I repair bicycles and many other things. As a child I dismantled your 

broken lawnmower and discovered that I broke down due to the careless execution of the annual 

maintenance. The exhaust needed cleaning every 50 hours. Due to carbon deposits, only a needle 

size opening remained. Insufficient to let the motor run properly. 

9. When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

I was fascinated by technology. I tried to dismantle products to see how they were constructed. So, I 

studied engineering. Standardisation offers an excellent opportunity to learn about different 

technologies like lifts, agriculture products, steel construction, … 

10. What inspires you? 

Working for Agoria I had the luck to organise several conferences with 

MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology). Especially the 

multidisciplinary approach struck me. Research doesn’t only cover the 

technical aspects but also the societal acceptance. Talking about 

biofuels: “Rich people can afford to pay more for energy than poor can 

pay for food”. Also, in aids for aging people, there was a constant reflection if those people would 

accept these solutions. 

 

Ghent university and the BEC join the IECRE 
  

In the framework of the Interreg 2 Seas ENCORE project, the Coastal Engineering Research Group of 

Ghent University and the BEC recently completed the process to enroll Belgium as a full member of 

the International Electrotechnical Commission on Renewable Energy (IECRE). Belgium was already a 

full member of IEC TC114. 

 

IECRE is the IEC system for testing, inspection and certification to standards relating to equipment for 

use in Renewable Energy applications. IECRE seeks to facilitate international trade in equipment and 

https://www.iecre.org/


 

services in the Renewable Energy sector through 

the development of a single/global Conformity assessment 

system. This Conformity assessment system strives for 

achieving acceptance of high-quality international standards by 

local/national authorities and other bodies requiring conformity 

to standards. 

 

With this new Belgian IECRE membership, the Coastal Engineering Research Group of Ghent 

University and the BEC have the objective to contribute to the development and implementation of 

international high quality certification schemes in the sectors of Marine Energy, Wind Energy and 

Solar Energy. The main objective is to de-risk new technologies, facilitate export and increase 

attractiveness and confidence for investors. For emerging industries such as those related to Marine 

Energy a better communication and product assessment will be achieved in the supply chain by using 

a harmonized and uniform global certification system. 

 

Read the full article...  

 

 

Publication of a new guide for a common understanding of use 

conditions in standards 
 

The terms "intended use", "reasonably foreseeable use", "misuse" or "abuse" were quoted in different 

standards but also had different meanings. 

CEN and CENELEC BT had therefore invited their members to define these terms and a joint working 

group (CEN-CLC BTWG 15) was created to deal with this particular subject. 

Under the chairmanship of Jos Remy, the work has now been completed and the proposed text has 

recently been validated by both BTs.  

The document is now available on CENELEC BOSS and CEN BOSS in English. It is not yet clear 

whether this document will be translated or not.  

 

Most of these terms are also available and defined at IEC level in Electropedia (subject area 903), in 

English,  but also in French and Dutch (Flemish). 

 

Download: 

- Guidance_use-conditions-in-standards.pdf (cenelec.eu) 

 

 

https://www.ceb-bec.be/en/news/ghent-university-and-the-bec-join-the-iecre
https://boss.cenelec.eu/media/guidance_use-conditions-in-standards.pdf


 

Two Belgian Experts received the IEC 1906 Award 
  

CEB-BEC is happy to announce that Mr Johan Van de Velde (Member of TC 7), Mr Bart Maximus 

(President of TC 110) received the IEC 1906 Award – edition 2021. 

 

 

Mr Johan Van de Velde, 

Technology Manager 

at Bekaert Belgium      

 

 

  

 Mr Bart Maximus, 

Director of Technology 

and Innovation at Barco Belgium 

 

 

 

The IEC 1906 Awards was established in commemoration of the foundation of the IEC and 

honors technical experts around the world whose work is fundamental to the IEC.  

For the 2021 nominations, TC and SyC Chairs and Secretaries and CA Systems Chairs were invited 

to send names of candidates for the IEC 1906 Award by the end of March 2021. Nominees were 

chosen by TC Officers, taking into account advise from SC Officers. Up to five experts from each TC, 

SyC and CA System could be nominated. 

 

Each expert who is granted this award has been nominated by the relevant technical committee 

officers, taking advice from the subcommittee officers as well. This means 

that this award is granted on the nomination by their industry peers. They 

receive this award because according to the Technical Committee they 

have made an exceptional recent contribution to the development of a 

specific work project. 

  

A total of 207 experts from 67 TCs (ISO/IEC JTC 1 included), originating from 24 National 

Committees, have been nominated to receive this year’s IEC 1906 Award, which recognizes 

exceptional recent achievements contributing in a significant way to advancing the work of the IEC. 

 

 

 



 

Useful information and links – monthly update 
 

We take advantage of the publication of our letter to provide you some useful links. These are links to 

news, congresses, reports, etc... These links can also be found on our Collaboration Platform. Feel 

free to send us useful links so that we can share them with other experts. You can send this 

information to François Rummens: francois.rummens@ceb-bec.be 

• BP Statistical Review of World Energy 

BP’s Statistical Review of World Energy 2021 reveals that the COVID-19 pandemic had a dramatic 

impact on energy markets, with both primary energy and carbon emissions falling at their fastest rates 

since the Second World War. Nevertheless, renewable energy 

continued to grow, with solar power recording its largest ever 

increase! 

                 Statistical Review of World Energy 

                 At a glance. 

 

BEC's upcoming meetings 
CEB-BEC 47 - Semiconductor devices - October 1, 2021 

CEB-BEC 17 - Switchgear and controlgear - October 6, 2021 

CEB-BEC 34 - Lamps and related equipment - October 6, 2021 

CEB-BEC 13 - Equipment for electrical energy measurement and load control - October 7, 2021 

CEB-BEC 79 - Alarm systems - October 11, 2021 

CEB-BEC 23B/WG1 - Plugs, socket-outlets and switches - October 12, 2021 

CEB-BEC 7 - Overhead electrical conductors - October 12, 2021 

CEB-BEC 11 – Overhead lines - October 12, 2021 

CEB-BEC 106 - Methods for the assessment of electric, magnetic and electromagnetic fields 

associated with human exposure - October 14, 2021 

CEB-BEC 61 - Safety of household and similar electrical appliances - October 15, 2021 

CEB-BEC 61C - Household appliances for refrigeration - October 15, 2021 

CEB-BEC SMB-BE - Technical standardization management committee - October 18, 2021 

CEB-BEC 1 - Terminology - October 18, 2021 

CEB-BEC 31 - Electrical apparatus for potentially explosive atmospheres - October 19, 2021 

CEB-BEC 2 - Rotating machinery - October 19, 2021 

CEB-BEC 22 - Power electronics - October 20, 2021 

CEB-BEC 69 - Electric road vehicles and electric industrial trucks - October 20, 2021 

CEB-BEC INCERT - WG2 Strategy - October 21, 2021 

https://collaborate.iec.ch/#/pages/workspaces/152623/documents/153168/details/620781?onlyWithPreview=false&fileId=620781
mailto:francois.rummens@ceb-bec.be
https://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/energy-economics/statistical-review-of-world-energy.html
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/statistical-review/bp-stats-review-2021-at-a-glance.pdf


 

CEB-BEC 9 - Electrical equipment and systems for railways - October 25, 2021 

CEB-BEC 61 - Safety of household and similar electrical appliances - October 26, 2021 

CEB-BEC CEN-CLC-JTC 10 - Energy-related products - Material efficiency aspects for ecodesign - 

November 4, 2021 

CEB-BEC 205 - Home and building electronic systems (HBES) - November 8, 2021 

CEB-BEC 121 - Switchgear and controlgear and their assemblies for low voltage - November 8, 2021 

CEB-BEC 108 - Safety of electronic equipment within the field of audio/ video, information technology 

and communication technology - November 8, 2021 

CEB-BEC 64 - Electrical installations and protection against electric shock - November 9, 2021 

CEB-BEC 82 - Solar photovoltaic energy systems - November 15, 2021 

CEB-BEC 88 - Wind turbine systems - November 17, 2021 

CEB-BEC 20 - Electric cables (high-voltage and low-voltage) - November 22, 2021 

CEB-BEC 14 - Power transformers - November 23, 2021 

CEB-BEC 23B - Plugs, socket-outlets and switches - December 9, 2021 

CEB-BEC 73 - Short-circuits currents - December 13, 2021 

CEB-BEC INCERT - Trademark - December 20, 2021 

CEB-BEC INCERT - Building - December 20, 2021 

CEB-BEC 1 - Terminology - December 22, 2021 
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